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THE FESTIVE KALEIDOSGOPE OF INDIR

Lens into India’s diversity
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It isn’t a country you enter, it is a culture you surrender to. What you're about to read
is not a guide to localise; it's a tribute to the world’s most quietly magnificent idea: \
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WHY IS FESTIVE IMPORTANT

Tier 2 and Tier 3 growth

« High Digital Audience: 70% of internet users
reside in tier 2/tier 3

« Rural shared device users have witnessed 24%
growth since 2024

« 4X Growth of Credit Cards: Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities
drive 4X surge in credit card spending, says Visa
India Head

« "60% of card payments now happen in 'card-not-
present' transactions, online shopping, food

delivery, and other digital services.”
o Rurals: More family rituals, Cnbctv18, 2025

« Urban: Because of upward mobility and movement,
the concentration of culture

How does - Bottom 3 States
the internet =<
penetration o
Yary across
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LET'S PLOT A MAP OF REGIONAL
FESTIVALS.

Why is Festive Important



https://www.cnbctv18.com/business/india-credit-card-growth-tier-2-tier-3-cities-spending-visa-market-opportunity-19615744.htm
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Executive Summary

India is not a market; it is a mosaic. It isn't a country you enter, it is a culture you surrender to.
What you're about to read is not a guide; it’s a tribute to the world’s most quietly magnificent
idea: INDIA

This playbook is an invitation to explore, not market to, but understand, respect, and resonate with a
billion stories, spoken in countless dialects, performed in thousands of rituals, and lived across deserts,
deltas, hills, and coasts.

Crafted for brands that seek meaning over messaging, and immersion over impression, this is your
strategic guide to navigating the emotional, seasonal, and symbolic topography of India, not as a
marketplace, but as a civilization alive with rhythm and memory.

From regional rituals to hyper-local traditions, festivals to food, rural to urban gradients, India’s cultural
codes are not just diverse, they are dynamic. To design a truly resonant customer journey, campaign,
or vernacular strategy, brands must shift their monolithic view of India. This playbook distills high-
resolution cultural intelligence from every region to empower businesses with entry points rooted in

lived realities rather than surface-level tropes.

Executive Summary




ENTER AS ABRAND, STAY AS ASTORYTELLER

To understand India is to shift from scale to soul.
From audience segmentation to cultural immersion.
From content buckets to emotion-first storytelling.

Strategic Levers

Festivals in India are not calendar events; they are identity activations.

They are when culture spills into the street, when people dress, eat, decorate, gather, and give
differently. Whether it's Lohri’s warmth in Punjab, Nyokum's tribal prayers in Arunachal, or Theyam'’s
godly dances in Kerala, festivals are windows into community truths.

— This playbook helps you ride the emotional tide of these moments, not with templated greetings,
but with culturally-coded resonance.

True cultural storytelling doesn't just translate, it embodies the people.

Whether it's Bhojpuri folk in Patna, Ghoomar chants in Rajasthan, or Mappila pattu in the Malabar
language, is memory, not a medium.

— We help you unlock linguistic intimacy that connects beyond words.

Each wedding, from a tribal union in Jharkhand to a Christian ceremony in Goa is a performance of
heritage, art, food, and belief.

The clothes worn, the songs sung, and the foods served hold emotional blueprints passed down
through generations.

— These rituals offer deep cultural entry points for beauty, fashion, food, and gifting brands to embed,
not intrude.

Rural India celebrates with roots. Urban India reinterprets with reach

But the underlying value systems of community, symbolism, and seasonality endure.
— Use this playbook to tailor brand behavior to both settings without losing soul.

Strategic Levers
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Regional breakdowns with seasonal calendars, festival maps, and
wedding blueprints

Urban-rural behavior contrasts for targeted content strategy
Cultural cues for designing platform-first vernacular experiences

Inspiration boards for visual language, music, food, decor, and attire
by region

Brand opportunity matrices by category, season, and sentiment

What this
playbook offers

Finding meaning in culture
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North India is where celebration and conviction come together. Every ritual feels like a performance,
every gathering like a memory in motion. From the bonfires of Lohri in Punjab to the holy dips in the
Brahma Sarovar of Kurukshetra, North India thrives on collective emotion, whether through folklore,
faith, or food.

Rural heartlands still throb with ragini ballads and dangals, while cities like Delhi and Chandigarh
remix rituals with DJ nights and designer couture. Weddings are multi-day musicals here, where dhols
and drumlines guide grooms on horseback, and brides wear heirlooms older than independence.

lts quirks lie in its layered contrasts: Haryanvi dangals next to Delhi's fashion weeks, fairs coexisting
with modern resorts. Holi here is not a celebration, it's a surrender. And the food? From sarson da
saag to gajak, it's comfort disguised as cultural code.

Yet, beneath the color and celebration is a spine of tradition. Customs are taken seriously and lineage
respected deeply, even when modernity knocks. To explore North India is to realize that emotion is
not hidden here; it is hosted. Loudly and proudly.

And for a brand? This region teaches you the power of presence, participation, and pageantry.
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< Rajasthan >

; \/I\/Iadhya Pradesh
( Gujarat Q

o \ Dadar & Nagar Haveli >
West India is not a passive geography; it is a living archive of codified behaviours. It is the land where
tradition is systematically performed, where design is not ornamental but functional, and where
cultural identity is collective, not individualistic. West India is not a cultural blur, it is finely delineated,
geographically compact yet behaviorally diverse.
Maharashtra Each state functions with a high degree of regional self-awareness, expressed through visual formality
and sensory recall. In Rajasthan, identity is deeply performative; processions, attire, and art forms like

Kathputli and Ghoomar are calibrated to tell intergenerational stories. Gujarat’s social choreography

unfolds in cycles: Garba during Navratri, kite diplomacy during Uttarayan, and temple rituals.

Madhya Pradesh sustains tribal storytelling through visual art (Gond, Bhil), indigenous festivals, and

oral memory, while Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman reflect the linguistic intersection of Gujarati,

Marathi, and Portuguese-influenced Catholicism. Maharashtra scales both cultural gravity (Ganpati

Utsav) and creative industry (Lavani, cinema), while Goa offers a curated duality, institutionalized
Q festivity (Carnaval, Shigmo), and community-led spirituality.

Brand Takeaway: Audiences here engage more with community-coded content than pan-Indian
tropes. Community and family decisions drive buying behavior, ritual gifting, religious purchases, and
community feasting are central. Prioritize insider POVs (local creators, artisans, performers).

Goa
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East India operates with a cultural tempo that values depth over display. Across Bihar, Odisha,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, and Chhattisgarh, tradition is not seasonal; it is sustained through discipline
and devotion. Rituals like Chhath Puja, Jitiya, Sohrai, and Rath Yatra are not designed for spectators
they are acts of personal sacrifice, collective faith, and inherited duty.

In Bengal, culture is intellectualized and idolized. Durga Puja is both a public installation and a private
philosophy, while food, poetry, and performance are ritual expressions. In Odisha and Jharkhand, the
connection to nature is spiritual, rice, soil, and sun are sacred actors in everyday life. Clothing is
functional yet symbolic, art is oral or floor-bound, and festival preparation spans weeks, not days.

In East India, purchase is often tied to purpose, not impulse. For FMCG, beauty, and personal care
brands, consumer behaviour spikes around pre-festival cleansing rituals (Jitiya, Chhath, Durga Puja
sindoor khela, etc.), not just during the celebration itself. Audiences seek products that enable ritual
preparedness.
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The Northeast is India’s best-kept secret: Wild, wise, and deeply rooted. It's where tribal memory
meets sacred ecology, and festivals come alive through song, craft, and the spirit of the land. This is
not a place of commercial celebration, it's a land of animist reverence and ancient continuity.

Each tribe speaks its own cultural dialect. The Nyishis of Arunachal worship nature in Nyokum, the
Adis offer rice and bison to Kin Nane during Solung, and Apatani women brew apong and paint Ziro
in song. Assam'’s Rongali Bihu brings the bamboo to life; Mizoram’s Chapchar Kut sets the hills
humming with dance.

There’s no binary of rural and urban here; only rhythms: of rain, rice, resistance, and ritual. A marriage
in Ziro might involve animal sacrifice and communal hilltop feasts, while a concert in Guwahati might
blend pepa horns with electric guitar. Quirks abound, monks performing masked dances, barter
festivals like Jonbeel, and homes that store history in bamboo, beads, and bone.

To enter Northeast India is to be humbled by how culture doesn’t need a stage here, it is the stage.
For brands, this region invites respect, minimalism, collaboration, and an ear finely tuned to
community rhythms.
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In the southern folds of India, Christmas arrives not as a borrowed tradition but as a beloved, syncretic
celebration, where faith meets folklore, and devotion finds a distinctly Dravidian rhythm. In Tamil
Nadu, church towers rise beside kolam-drawn thresholds; banana stems flank the entrance, while clay
cribs recreate Bethlehem with coconut trees and thatched roofs. In Kerala, the scent of plum cakes
mingles with the aroma of fried banana chips, as Syrian Christian homes fill with light from brass oil
lamps, not fairy bulbs. Communities gather not just in pews but under pipal trees, singing Tamil carols

that echo with Carnatic lilt.

Q Q Puducherry’s Franco-Tamil neighborhoods don Santa hats with veshtis, where processions pass pastel
villas draped in jasmine. In Bengaluru, candlelight services blend seamlessly with city jazz concerts and
 Lakshwadeep ) . Kerela curated Christmas menus featuring rose cookies and rum-soaked kozhukattai. This is not a western
transplant; it's a deeply rooted seasonal retelling, where each region braids its linguistic, culinary, and
artistic heritage into the story of the nativity.
Here, Christmas isn’t a spectacle, it's ritual, memory, and artistry, stitched with regional threads and lit

by community warmth. South India doesn’t mimic Christmas. It moulds it. With reverence, rhythm, and
< Pudducherry > resounding joy.
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Celebrating Harvest =

Across India, mid-January is a shared exhale, a moment
when the earth, finally harvested, is fed back with flame,
song, and sweet grain. In Punjab, Lohri bonfires crackle
with sugarcane and folk songs of Dulla Bhatti, while in
Assam, Bhogali Bihu begins with towering bamboo
mejis, pitha on leaf plates, and river fish slow-cooked in
mustard oil. Down south, Pongal warms Tamil homes
with milk that spills over in earthen pots, a sign of
Iorosperity received and welcomed. In Gujarat, Uttarayan
ifts hopes skyward on bright paper kites, rooftops
echoing with cheers and f?ying string. Makar Sankranti,
the festival of the sun’s northward turn, unites Odisha,
Maharashtra, and Bihar with til laddoos, cold river baths,
and prayers chanted at dawn. What changes is the form,
the ch;od, the flame, the song. What remains unchanged
is the feeling: a collective gratitude for grain, survival,
and the Motherland.
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Funnel Stage

What's Happening

Brand Move

Awareness

People search for ritual info,
song playlists, festive recipes

Collaborate with creators for
regionally tailored Reels,

Consideration

Curating outfits, food, gifts

Seasonal lookbooks,
WhatsApp gift concierge,

Buying sweets, décor,

Bundle discounts, UPI

Conversion
wellness kits incentives, free festive
Loyalty Sharing celebrations Encourage UGC via
challenges
TL;DR:

Mid-January is India’s most synchronised moment of collective celebration, yet deeply regional in

emotion.

Brands should respond with:

One core message celebrating the feeling of renewal
Regionally-layered activations

Emotional campaigns rooted in seasonal rituals, food, and heritage
Pop-ups and digital experiences that turn tradition into tactile memory




Celebrating Baisakhi

In Punjab, Baisakhi is both a
revolution and a celebration. Fields
near Bathinda and Doaba turn into
open-air theatres where men in
chadar-kurtas and pagdis break
into Bhangra, while women swirl in
Giddha, c?apping to folk rhythms.
Langars serve kadhi, kheer, and
makki di roti outside gurdwaras, as
Guru Granth Sahib is carried in

rand Nagar Kirtans, marking Guru
%obind Singh’s birth of the Khalsa
in 1699.

In Haryana'’s sun-drenched plains,
Baisakhi arrives as both a Sikh New
Year and a thanksgiving for wheat that
ripens under the April sky. In rural
Sirsa and Ambala, Sikh families carry
their first harvests to gurdwaras,
where kirtans echo through mustard
fields. Bhangra performances erupt
spontaneously in courtyards, langar
lines fill with bowls, especially in the
arid belt of southern Haryana, where

the heat shapes a lighter, cooler
menu. In cities like Gurgaon, Baisakhi
blends into temple fairs, showcasing a
fusion of agrarian and urban pride.

3
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Celebrating Baisakhi

Category Insights

Fashion & Apparel

. Traditional ethnic apparel (men'’s
kurtas, women's salwar-kurtas
with phulkarl) sees significant
spikes around Baisakhi

.« Footwear like punJabljuttls

 Mid-tier ethnic lines, or premium
handcrafted pieces for Urban
dlaspora

« 'First’ outfits (first Baisakhi)

Beauty & Grooming

o Launch festival-specific
beauty kits

. Ritual beauty bundles
(bright lipstick, kumkumadi
0|I eard oil sets)

. Al- recommended product
flows

lyxel&flamingo
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Bebe’'s Baisakhi Box
Gifting

Motif n‘tmg

‘First nght Ritual Oils
Emotional generosity-
Feature micro-
influencers/chefs who cook
in bulk and qgi

Remember the instruments
of participation.

Ditch cliché festive palettes
(harvest tones + textures)
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Under Haryana’s monsoon skies, women in green and red lehengas gather under neem swings, their
hands adorned with mehndi, voices raised in Jhoola jhule re and Guddha melodies. Rural villages of
Rewari and Mahendragarh resonate with Ghoomar-inspired circles, while Gurgaon hosts vibrant Tee;j
melas featuring henna artists and gharana dance troupes. With a population of ~30.6 million, 88%
speaking Haryanvi dialects amid growing urbanization, this festival signals agricultural hope and

communal expression

When rain blesses Punjab’s fields, Teej becomes a song of marital longing in Patiala and Ferozepur.

Women don vibrant suits with floral mehndi, swing from flower-bedecked jhoolas, and perform
Giddha, while rural households sweeten the day with malpua. In urban Chandigarh, Teej melas
blend folk dance with modern flair. With ~31.2 million Punjabis, 60% Sikh and dominant Punjabi-

language speakers (multiple sources), this is a season of emotional investments.

Insights

« Consumers turn to regional influencers.

. Pinterest/Instagram for styling inspiration and rituals.

+ Brand can partner with local creators for “Teej Ready” lookbooks.

« Offer language-specific content, especially in Haryanvi and Punjabi.

« The emotional peak is highest just before the event, especially for first-time brides or
mothers-in-law.

« The festival is a shared, performative experience of visibility, beauty, and joy that fosters a
deep connection.

« People look for ways to preserve or ritualize the experience through looks, recipes, and
memory posts on social media.

www.lyxelandflamingo.com
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Raknhi

When August skies turn ochre with monsoon light
and the scent of wet earth lingers in the air, India’s
tapestry unfurls’its most tender thread, Raksha
Bandhan. But this ritual of sibling love wears many
names and garments across states, each with a scent
of home, a rhythm of region.

This isn't just g thread. It is turmeric-scented cloth
tied with memory. A country tied together, wrist by
wrist, with reverence.

—

® DR R®®
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In the wheat fields of Punjab and Haryana, sisters tie rakhis with laughter echoing through
courtyards, followed by kheer, ghevar, and folk songs like “Phullan wali rakhi.”

In Rajasthan’s Shekhawati, where the air carries stories of valour, brothers gift silver coins, and
women Wear leheriya odhnis, the festival is a blend of protection and pride.

Down in Gujarat, Lumba Rakhi swings from a bhabhi’s bangle, not just a brother’s wrist,
because the bond expands here, wrapped in ghughra sweets and garba moves that never need
accasion.

In Odisha, Raksha Bandhan coincides with Gamha Purnima, where cattle too are adorned and
worshipped, reminding that protection is circular, siblings, animals, and land.

In the shaded homes of Himachal or Uttarakhand, the festival echoes with simplicity, braided
threads, mountain walnuts, and Madua laddoos.

While in Bengal and Assam, Jhulan Purnima celebrates Krishna and Radha, symbolizing the
sacred joy of emotional bonds, not just sibling, but cosmic. Instead, it celebrates Jhulan
Purnima around the same time during the monsoon season, especially among Vaishnavite
communities. This festival is centered around the divine love of Radha and Krishna, marked by
swinging idols on decorated jhulas (swings), kirtans, and bhajans in temples and homes.



Strategic Insights

1. Geographies

The business of Raksha Bandhan in Ahmedabad alone is estimated to cross
%200 crore this year.

Rakhi is no longer a token: it's an urban consumption ritual. The scale in
one city suggests a national potential of ¥6,000-%7,000 crore.

Launch limited-hyperlocal drops

Kolkata hosts pre-festive lifestyle pop-ups for Raksha Bandhan - Rakhi is
entering the slow luxury- boutique, local, and experiential.

2. Quick-comm and Categories

Nearly 700 rakhis per minute were sold, with gifts worth 311,000
delivered via Blinkit and Swiggy.

Partner with g-commerce for live Rakhi moments, including video gift
messages.

Chocolates, sweets, and laddoos were among the highest-selling items
during Raksha Bandhan on Blinkit.

Sugar and sentiment drive spikes - Sibling content-to-commerce reels
with instant add-to-cart options via QR codes.

3. Logistics Become Emotion Infrastructure

Blue Dart’s Rakhi Express Campaign offered up to 50% off on
shipments.

Raksha Bandhan is a logistics-first festival. Rakhis aren’t just tied, they
are shipped with emotion.

Lullabies from childhood, scent-sealed envelopes, sibling voice notes
with delivery.

4. GIFTING, but fashion-first

Myntra launched the Ultimate Festive Gifting Collection tailored to
Raksha Bandhan.

Rakhi is not just ethnic or emotional alone. It's fashion-led, design-first,
and style-conscious.

Use memes

Lookbooks

Guijarat Samachar, 2024
Times of India, 2024

NDTV & LiveMint, 2024

Tribune India, 2024

Elle India x Myntra, 2024

% 3

lyxel&flamingo

Building For The Future



https://english.gujaratsamachar.com/news/gujarat/rakhi-business-estimated-to-cross-rs-200-cr-in-ahmedabad
https://www.ndtv.com/offbeat/nearly-700-rakhis-per-minute-gift-worth-rs-11-000-blinkit-swiggy-create-records-on-raksha-bandhan-2024-6370873
https://www.livemint.com/news/trends/raksha-bandhan-2024-13-ways-to-celebrate-the-festival-tie-rakhi-exchange-gifts-and-more-11723713625770.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/business/blue-dart-launches-rakhi-express-campaign-offering-up-to-50-off-for-festive-shipments/
https://elle.in/myntra-unveils-ultimate-festive-gifting-collection/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/bengali/movies/news/kolkata-hosts-pre-festive-lifestyle-pop-ups-for-raksha-bandhan/articleshow/112141054.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/bengali/movies/news/kolkata-hosts-pre-festive-lifestyle-pop-ups-for-raksha-bandhan/articleshow/112141054.cms
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The Tricolour Stitched into Memory

I-Day is the First Touchpoint of Festive Cascade: Think of it as Plan A for H2, trigger
pre-Dussehra, Diwali behavior with relevant SKUs across categories.

o E-commerce platforms experienced a 23% increase

1.Platforms and Categories
 Special offers and discounts

Retailers and brands forecast a 5-10% growth in business ET. 2024
BPC Fashion and accessories
Y-O-Y growth Y-O-Y growth Business Today, 2023

« Jewelry and gift items see substantial growth.

2. Geographies

« Urban areas are seeing a rise in sales for smartphones and laptops
o Rural still catching up

3. Improved consumer sentiment

« "freedom to splurge”
« Family picnics/outing

4. Playbook for Affordable/Premium Brands

« Online focused television manufacturer Super Plastronics, which has the
30% India license for brands like Kodak, Thomson and Blaupunkt, has grown
sales by 30% this month over the same period last year.

Consumers view Independence Day as a signal to "spend smart," not just "spend big"

Digital native

Activate performance-led marketing quickly via Amazon, Flipkart, and mobile-first assets.

Pre-load search ads, bundles, and influencer-led content 7-10 days prior to I-Day to match high-
intent windows.

Family pride purchases-Visible social mobility.

5. Narrative-led, and mobile first: Push, message, ecomm, in-app, Whatsapp, Emailers



https://www.businesstoday.in/entrepreneurship/start-up/story/independence-day-sales-23-yoy-surge-in-e-commerce-orders-marketplaces-grow-30-d2c-22-394556-2023-08-17
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/retail/retailers-brands-see-5-10-on-year-growth-in-independence-period-sales/articleshow/112548807.cms
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The Sky Opened. The River Parted. A God Arrived.

It begins just past dusk.

Somewhere in the bylanes of Mathura, temple bells toll with an
urgency only known to mothers awaiting the birth of a god.
Little brass cradles are lined with marigolds. The air is thick
with the scent of tulsi leaves, sandalwood, and camphor. At the
stroke of midnight, a baby Krishna, curled in cloth, beaded in
vermilion, is gently placed in a swing. The village exhales in
relief.

Janmashtami is no ordinary festival. It's a symphony of myths,
music, and mischief, played across India in dramatically
different keys. Each region plucks a different string, some
celebratory, others serene, some playful, some poetic.

On the moonlit night of Janmashtami, Mathura chants the Bal
Leela and rocks cradles in temples scented with makhan-mishri,
while Mumbai bursts with saffron as Govinda Pathaks climb
human pyramids to break the Dahi Handi.

In Gujarat’'s Dwarka, the air vibrates with Garba around
temples lit in gold. Odisha’s Puri echoes with Radha Bhakti and
flute hymns. In Manipur, the Rasa Leela unfolds through the
Meitei's delicate dance, while Tamil homes trace Krishna’s rice-
flour footsteps toward a cradle swaying with seedai and
murukku. Telangana's Uriadi, Bengal’s 48-hour kirtan, and
Kerala's oil-lit Guruvayur Melam, each spin a melody of
devotion, distinct yet divine.




lyxel&flamingo

Building For The Future

Strategic Insights

1.The Festive Buying Mood

« Janmashtami festivities across the country led to a business surge, with
transactions exceeding Rs 25,000 crore, according to the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)

« Particularly in flower decor, fruits, sweets, decorative items, fasting sweets, milk,
curd, butter, and dry fruits.

« Celebrated by the Sanatan economy, which strengthens the nation's economy.

ET 2024

2. Kids as Cultural Catalysts

« Kids’ ethnic fashion on platforms like Myntra has observed over 100% YoY

growth since 2019 in children's ethnic wear around such festivities ET 2019
- Build in-app experiences: try-on avatar for kids, “decorate your idol” AR, or

scrollable folk stories to elevate UX.

3. Emotion-led Gifting

« Guilt-free indulgence: Artisanal sweets, which are premium yet ritual-first, are growing for urban
gifting moments.

+ Celebrating boyhood, and birth, a powerful entry point for luxury and nostalgia gifting: Curate
gifting trunks, baby essentials in Jamdani, handloom cradles, or heirloom toys wrapped in
Mithila art.

« Add folk story QR codes in packaging for rituals like Ras Leela or Govardhan worship, making
gifts narrative vessels.

4. Gender-fluid Couture
« Janmashtami is the only Indian festival where a male deity is neutrally styled in many cultures.

Krishna's peacock-feather headgear, silks, nose rings, and jewellery make it India’s answer to
gender-fluid couture.

5. Culture X Festive

« Integrate Gond or Pattachitra art in print textiles as tribute to Krishna’s Ras Leela and cowherd
heritage.

6. Beauty and Personal Rituals - BPR

« Storytelling campaign: Krishna is celebrated for his skin tone (Shyam rang), scented body
(chandan, kasturi), and love for mirrors. This makes Janmashtami a moment to talk about glow,
skin texture, and scent-memory.

7. How to bring in the creators?

« It's the festival of India’s original performative marketing.

« Use Indian classical music ragas like Raag Yaman or Raag Malkauns in digital sound branding.

« Make folk art explainer series: Phad painting from Rajasthan (tells Krishna stories), Madhubani
Ras Lila frames, Manipur Rasa Dance explainers.



https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/janmashtami-festivities-drive-business-across-india-sales-exceed-rs-25000-crore-cait/articleshow/112822172.cms
https://brandequity.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/marketing/myntra-finds-steep-rise-of-demand-in-kids-ethnic-wear-this-festive-season/71426888

INSIGHTS

1. Floral-inspired categories

« Each Devi is offered a specific flower: Chameli to Shailaputri, Aparajita to Brahmacharini, Jasmine to Chandraghanta-they are
metaphysical signals.

« Beauty/skincare brands can create “9-Day Flower-Infused Ritual Kits"”

« Fragrance lines can decode mythology

2. Geographies

« Mylapore lists cultural checklists: Carnatic concerts, puppetry, community Golu displays, temple-specific lighting.
« Co-create Navaratri City Maps for Chennai, Mysuru, Thiruvananthapuram

. Host content series featuring classical artists interpreting each Devi musically or through dance
« Indrakeeladri + Tirumala prepare for Brahmotsavams.- Pilgramage

« Hospitality chains: curated stays, darshan guides, and food trails Deccan Chronicle, 2024

The Hindu (Mylapore Times), 2024

3. Bommai Golu Is India’s Original Diorama Design System

« Golu dolls are arranged in thematic staircases in Tamil homes, sometimes with electric trains and ecological themes.
« Partner with artists for Instagrammable Golu displays in malls and metros Outlook Traveller, 2024

4. Festivals are becoming revival runways

« Launch museum-style storytelling of regional weaves during Navaratri
+ Royal silk with traditional zari
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Some nights are made not of hours but of longing.
Karva Chauth is one such night.

Consumer Insights

Across the plains of Punjab, the sandstone homes of
Rajasthan, the alleys of Lucknow, and the apartment
balconies of Gurgaon, millions of women gather
with a sieve in one hand, and a belief in the other.
The moon becomes more than a celestial body, it
becomes a mirror of their devotion, a screen upon
which generations have projected stories of fidelity,
strength, and silent power.

B

Mint estimated ¥22,000 crore of Karva Chauth-related consumer spending in 2024, jumping from
%15,000 cr, with Delhi alone =%4,000 crore

Buying Behaviour
In Chandigarh and Ludhiana, retail spikes begin a week early. ideal for salon tie-ups or regional
influencer campaigns.

Beauty brands must prepare for a ‘Red Wave'
Organic/herbal skincare like kumkumadi oil makes the top 10 SKUs.
Curated thali sets, moon-sighting kits, and red sarees outsell

Tier 2

« Across Tier 2 India, Bhopal, Kanpur, and Jaipur, footfall in jewelry stores peaks.
« Even first-time buyers indulge in gold nose pins, silver toe rings, or bangles for gifting.

Masculin Solidarity

« A 2024 LinkedIn report noted salon and grooming kits for men rose by 572%. This is a culture in
motion, where masculine solidarity with the ritual is the new romance.

www.lyxelandflamingo.com

Ve

The Folklore

In Rajasthan, it is Savitri, not Veeravati, who confronts Yama
with wit and will. In Punjab, the fast begins at dawn with
sargi and the mother-in-law’s whispered blessings. In Uttar
Pradesh, the ritual is steeped in maiyaan folk songs, where
women sing of separation and reunion, of patience and
power. In Gujarat and Maharashtra, Karva Chauth is quietly
folded into the broader feminine mythos of Chaturthi and
Savitri Vrat, less romantic, more cosmic. These differences
are not just semantics. they are strategy.

|

»
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Strategic Insights

1.Rituals Are Phases

« Touchpoints should follow her from pre-dawn hydration to evening mehendi, to
the sieve held against the moon. Design SKU drops or digital activations that
mirror her internal timeline:

« Morning: Wellness kits/bundles, storytelling reels
« Noon: Content around thali crafting, fasting-friendly food
« Evening: Beauty transitions

Don’t announce offers. Announce presence.

2. Emotionally Coded Language

« Karva Chauth is emotionally coded in language. The CTAs here must be cultural
passwords.

« Brands must stop translating and start embodying. Replace wishlist reminders with
suhagan alerts.

3. Legacy Is the Lens, Not Love Alone

« Do not campaign with red hearts and kissing silhouettes. Karva Chauth is not Valentine's
Day. It is devotional defiance. It is a woman fasting with 700 years of lineage at her back.

« Tell stories of heirloom bangles passed or a showcase mother-in-law’s first Karva.

« Embed continuity and craftsmanship, the things we don’t want to forget, in your
narratives.

For brands, the opportunity is not in the moonlight.

It's in the meaning.

Do not sell. Sit quietly next to her.

Narrate the meaning of that nostalgic folk song.

Hold the thali. Offer beauty.

Offer reverence.

Because Karva Chauth doesn’t reward the loud.

It remembers the one who knew what not to say, and still made her feel seen.

lyxel&ﬂémingo

Building For The Future
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, '5-day celebration

Day 1 — Dhanteras

Day 2 — Narak Chaturdashi (Chhoti Diwali)

From Gujarat's Chopda Pujan to Tamil
Abhyangasnana, Diwali umJolds as a sensory
crescendo, Dhanteras’ turmeric-laced brassware,
Narak Chaturdashi’s ritual scrubs, Lakshmi Puja’s
jasmine-soaked opulence, Govardhan’s earth-clay
altars, and Bhai Dooj’s coconut-sweet bonds. Each
day isn't just festive, it's an emotional economy,
ripe for design, storytelling, and culturally coded
commerce. Each day is rendered with fol)L
textures, regional beauty, and category-wise
opportunities.

Day 3 — Badi Diwali (Lakshmi Puja, Bandi Chor)

Day 4 — Govardhan Puja (Annakut)

Day 5 — Bhai Dooj

P P ® X B
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Markets in Gujarat gleam like molten silver;
in Rajasthan, brass vessels kiss the sun.
Women in Maharashtra light til oil diyas,
invoking Yamraj with grace. In Mathura, 13
flickering flames whisper protection as tulsi
leaves adorn threshold idols. Purchase
rituals center around metals, like gold.

For brands,

 This is the day to unlock ritual essentials.

« Ayurveda SKUs, and
« Heirloom kitchenware storytelling.

At dawn, South India awakens to oil baths,
Abhyangasana, with nalangu maavu pastes and til
sesame scrubs. In Goa, effigies of Narakasura rise
and crumble in flaming catharsis. Bengal and
Odisha celebrate Kali Puja, fierce and electric
with blackened skies and red sindoor.
This day is for cleansing the skin and spirit,
perfect for launching

. Ritual glow kits,

. pre-Diwali detox routines, or

 Shadow-to-light content arcs across beauty,

wellness, anc?home care.

The insight? Before light, we face our darkness.

DAY 2 - NAR
CHATURDA
(CHHOTH DIWALI)

gt rl

Kali Puja

On the new moon night, homes across
North India are dressed in rangoli,
phool torans, and the jasmine scent of
freshly bathed Lakshmi idols. In Tamil
Nadu, it's Day 3 of Diwali, while in
Guijarat, it's New Year's Eve, the
Chopda Pujan in full swing. Food spills
from silver thalis; joy seeps from oi
lamps.

For brands, this is for gifting luxury

. artisan mithai boxes,

. decor with regional artforms (think
Sanjhi from Mathura, Warli from
Maharashtra), and

gold-stitched apparel.

DAY 3 - BAD|" & °
DIWALI (LAKSHMIE © ).
PUJA, BANDI'CHOR). '
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In Vrindavan, 56 dishes, Chhappan Bhog,
adorn Krishna's altar. In rural UP, families
mold cow dung hills, worshipping
Govardhan as Krishna. In Maharashtra, it
becomes Bali Pratipada, the demon king,
celebrated for keeping his promise.
Brands can speak to
- Gratitude, ecology, and land.
« Food brands can celebrate with
Annakut,
. Decor - with mud and clay revival
. It's the most rural, earth-linked Diwali
day, ripe for eco narratives and
foIKIore-based engagement.
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CALENDAR
Jan Feb Mar Apr

May Jun Jul

Sep

Aug
Dec
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Sisters wait with rice, kumkum thalis, and
coconut laddoos. In Nepal, it's Bhai Tika,
sisters place 7-colored tikas on their
brother’s forehead. In Bengal, it echoes as
Bhai Phonta, a ritual of rebonding. This is
the intimate, unsponsored love story of
Diwali, a ritual of care, not consumerism.
But brands in
- Grooming, nostalgia gifting, and
sibling storytelling can step in
. Offering dual-purpose gift boxes,
personal rituals, or even digital
memory books that go beyond
transactional gifting.

DAY 5 - BHAI DOOJJ
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Diwall

As October dusk descends, India glows from the
Himalayas to the southern shores, each corner
holding its own flicker of Diwali.

Here, Diwali is not just a festival of lights, it is the
mythology of return, the economics of harvest, the
poetry of traditions, and the art of how India
celebrates light in all its languages, Marathi, Tamil,
Bengali, Assamese, or silence itself.
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In Uttar Pradesh’s Ayodhya, lakhs of diyas float on the Sarayu, retelling];( the return of Ram
through tongues of fire, while homes in Varanasi hum with the scent ot ghee-lit lamps and
kheel-batashe offerings. In Gujarat, it begins with Vaag Baras and culminates in a dance of
colors and trades at tﬁe New Year. Families in Surat swap boxes of ghari and surti khaja while
Lakshmi puja fills every home with chants and sandalwood

In Tamil Nadu, Diwali greets the dawn, not dusk, with oil baths and crisp veshtis. Firecrackers
burst with sunbeams, not twilight, and the air smells of adhirasam and pori urundai. In West
Bengal, the night belongs not to Lakshmi but Kali, dark and fierce, with hibiscus garlands and
tantric rituals. Bonfires blaze in tribal Odisha where Badabadua Daka, ancestor-calling, replaces
firecrackers, and rice cakes replace laddoos.

In Goa, Diwali is Naraka Chaturdashi, marked by massive demon effigies and bursts of Konkani
Iau?hter echoing through narrow lanes. Up in the Northeast, Kongali Bihu in Assam is a solemn
sibling of Diwali, oil lamps flicker at paddy fields, prayers rise silently for ripening rice, and the
only sound is faith growing in silence.

In Punjab, Diwali intertwines with Bandi Chhor Divas, the day Guru Hargobind Ji returned from
Mughal captivity. The Golden Temple in Amritsar blazes with thousands of diyas reflected in
the Zlacred sarovar, while langar halls overflow with karah prasad, and fireworks dance above
the domes.

Rajasthan’s cities, Jaipur, Udaipur, and Jodhpur, shimmer like royal jewels. Havelis and bazaars
listen in a contest of light, and the air is thick with marwari mithais, ghewar, mohanthal, and
esan chakki. Families light up their courtyards with rangoli, perform Chopda Pujan to bless

business ledgers, and honor Lakshmi not just with prayer, but with intricate Bandhani and Gota

Patti garments in reds and golds.

In Maharashtra, Diwali starts with Vasu-baras and flows into Gudi Padwa, the Marathi New Year
celebrated in spring but spiritually mirrored during Deepavali too. Homes in Pune and Nashik
rise early to oil baths, and burst with the aroma of anarse, karanji, and chakli. Women don
Nauvari sarees, draw rangolis, and raise the Gudi, a bright banner of hope and renewal.


https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
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Strategic Insights

1.Guided Selling

 Tools like the monthly buying guides and seasonal/festival-specific stores for guided
selling (Nykaa)

« Vernac: Micro-influencers with 10k to 100k followers are as influential as macro-
influencers, and over three-quarters of consumers want to see advertising_in their
local language during the festive season. (Meta Festive Index, 2023)

« WhatsApp commerce + voice note gifting is huge in Punjab, Gujarat, and West UP.
Explore voice-first campaigns.

2. Real Estate

e Mumbai alone registered 10,000+ property deals in Diwali week 2023, with stamp
duty revenues of ¥900+ crore.

« Hotels are pushing last-minute luxury with Diwali-specific hospitality tech (digital
concierge + festive personalization = 21% revenue spike).

« Wealth is being “parked” in experience and real estate, not just jewelry.

Realty Today, 2024

3. Alco-bev

i

Delhi sold 3.9 crore bottles in 2 weeks. Revenue = 3448 crore (ET, 2024).
Gifting in urban metros has shifted from mithai to curated alcohol

Festive Mixology kits (with traditional ingredients like nimbu, elaichi, rose water)
Folk-inspired bottle art

« Gifting campaigns

=7
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4. The Jewels

« Solitario clocked record sales in urban and NRI markets, focusing on design-led micro
SKUSs.

« Gen Zisn't buying jewelry for marriage, they're buying for legacy + identity expression.

« Small-ticket heirloom capsules

Eed Balia

)

4
5. Experiencing Diwali Fashion Network, 2024 '

« "Best places to celebrate Diwali” rose 4.8x in 2024.
« Fashion purchases are being made not for Diwali night but for Instagram-led festive
travel looks.

T AT u.-i'-

Business Standard, 2024

&

6. Digital Salience

* LS LA

« Consumers are increasingly searching for “Diwali without screen time” and “low-key
Diwali ideas.”

« Festivals are driving the Aatmanirbhar Bharat narrative via handicrafts, regional sweets,
and homegrown platforms (Organiser, 2024).

4



https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/liquor/diwali-sales-boost-liquor-revenues-in-delhi-city-gets-rs-448-crore-after-3-9-crore-bottles-sold-in-two-weeks/articleshow/114904821.cms?from=mdr
https://therealtytoday.com/news/data-on-mumbai-property-registrations-and-revenue-surge-during-diwali
https://in.fashionnetwork.com/news/Solitario-witnesses-record-sales-during-diwali-festival,1676999.html
https://in.fashionnetwork.com/news/Solitario-witnesses-record-sales-during-diwali-festival,1676999.html

INSIGHTS

Immersive

o Iconic Indian Christmas markets include Kolkata's New
Market, Mumbai’s Bandra Bazaar, and Delhi's German
Christmas Market.

« Bandra’s Hill Road, Crawford Market, and Orlem are
listed as hotspots: Urban subcultures define shopping
rituals. - Christmas x Streetwear collab

« Malls in Delhi-NCR curate flea markets, carol
performances, and gingerbread house workshops.

« Malls are now immersive entertainment venues, not just
retail zones.

o Host “12 Days of Sensory Christmas"” with brands across The Hindu, 2024
food, beauty, and fragrance

o South India - Vizag's Anglo-Indian Community -

Community prepares unique dishes like vindaloo and fruit
cakes, celebrating with family feasts

The Patriot India, 2024

Decor

« Recommends forest greens, velvet textures, candlelight,
+ pine-scented decor as trends.
o Christmas is India’s design-led lifestyle moment Architectural Digest India, 2024
o Furniture & home decor brands should launch
tablescaping kits or Al-generated layout planners
« Scent brands can create pine x rose x clove blends with
local craft infusion (Attars + Fir)

Restaurants, Hotels

o Curated buffet spreads, Insta-worthy cocktails, and live
shows are being hosted by hospitality players

« (Baking mixes x Fashion brands x Music creators)

e Turn food into a narrative

Restaurant India, 2024
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THE CULTURE

Across India, every region braids its soil, song, spice, and
scripture into the fabric of a wedding. From bajra rotis in
Haryana to moong dal halwa in Jaipur, and from sarangi
strains in Gujarat to morchangs in Jaisalmer

' Image Source: Vogue India

Marriage is not a function; it is the fiercest, most fragrant
celebration of life.

In India, weddings are not a single event; they are seasons in themselves. Across its landscapes, nuptials
bloom like monsoon-fed marigolds, drenched in riotous colour. Come winter or spring, India’s chosen
wedding seasons, the air turns electric with shehnais, rose petals, and sacred fire.

In Himachal Pradesh, Kullu brides wear full-sleeved woolen pherans, as Nati dances whirl through the valley.
In Una, wedding guests receive Himachali topis and dry fruit boxes laced with pine leaves.

Down in Uttarakhand, Garhwali and Kumaoni weddings are held in spring. Rituals like “Jagar” summon
ancestral spirits through songs, and mandua flour-based dishes dominate the feast.

In Jammu, Dogra brides step into new homes wearing crimson lehengas and lotus-stitched dupattas. The
Kud dance, performed under starry Navratri skies, symbolizes valor and blessing. In Kashmir, Pandit
weddings echo with Shaivite mantras, with nadru yakhni gracing the table.

In Nagaland, Ao brides wear vibrant shawls, and community feasts run deep into the night, while Meitei
weddings in Manipur echo with Raas Leela and ancestral blessing songs. In the Northeast, clan elders
oversee each ceremony, and love is sealed in collective memory.

In Rajasthan’s golden sands, brides swirl in bandhej and gota-patti lehengas under arches of marigold, while
grooms don safas pinned with kalgi. Pithi Dastoor’s turmeric and sandalwood turn skin gold, and the air
tastes of laal maas and ghevar. In contrast, Kashmir’s Pandit weddings echo with “Wanvun” songs and the
delicate scent of nadru and dum aloo, while the Dogra bride walks under a red chadar, the valley winds
humming Rouf songs in her honour. Gujarat's Patola silks and Bandhani dupattas wrap brides who dance
Garba even on their wedding night. Mandvi sweets, bajra sheera, and mango pickle trays line the courtyard,
while folk songs retell the story of Radha-Krishna love. In Madhya Pradesh, Bhil weddings have archery
games, Bundelkhandi weddings serve lal bhaji and baigan chokha, and Malwa's mehfils feature bhajan
sessions under tamarind trees. In Goa, Konkani weddings dance to the tune of fado and fugdi. Cashew feni
is passed around after vows, while the bride may wear a white saree or red sari, depending on tradition.
Catholic weddings at Panaji's cathedrals blend Portuguese and Indian customs.

West Bengal is a conch shell of tradition. The bride, eyes hidden under paan leaves, is lifted on a pidi
(wooden stool) in the Shubhodrishti ceremony. Fish, shankha-pola bangles, and alpana art on the courtyard
complete the mosaic of a Bengali winter wedding. Odisha sees tribal and coastal rituals merge, handia rice
beer is shared at Santhal weddings, while coastal brides wear intricate sambalpuri sarees. The Palki
ceremony is still alive in parts of Puri and Koraput. Chhattisgarh prefers simplicity. Gond and Baiga tribes
celebrate with rice flour tattoos, animal motifs on sarees, and mahua wine. The music here is slow, drum-led,
and ancient.

Down South, Kerala’s Nair weddings bloom like lotuses, minimalist and stunning. The bride wears a kasavu
saree bordered in gold, the groom in a veshti, and the rituals begin before the sun has climbed too high.
Tamil Nadu sings oonjal songs as garlands are exchanged on a swing, while Telangana brides in
Gollabhama sarees walk through turmeric-scented courtyards. Andhra weddings sparkle with Mangala
Snanam, each step a ritual bath in devotion.

Across India, every region braids its soil, song, spice, and scripture into the fabric of a wedding. From bajra
rotis in Haryana to moong dal halwa in Jaipur, and from sarangi strains in Gujarat to morchangs in Jaisalmer,
marriage is not a function; it is the fiercest, most fragrant celebration of life.
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In Harayana, culture strides like dangals of Hisar, chants like a ragini echoing across '.J;-.j#fﬂ"}- ﬁv%:ﬁ‘ ] l&ﬂ .
Bhiwani’s fields, and claps of Giddha and Saang. Millets roast on clay chulhas, Ahir I'_Jti_'-y.)ﬁ F “;’--.,I"a_ -"Ii=_r-_r K ) Faridabad comes alive as artisans from Sanjhi Mata Festival YXe ammgo
dlancers spin gtgis, anﬁl pride spezlks in albold, rl:cstic Harayanvi”ton%ue, never q(;lJiet, by EONRR S Bhiwani and Hisar showcase bajra-fired (Sept-Oct | Monsoon’s End) Building For The Futare
always grounded. With a projected population of 30.6-31.6 million by 2025, an Sl R R 'Y i Y
nearly 70% living in rural belts, Harayana thrives on deep-rooted identity and AT B i \?VZS\?QSI' égﬂ?'?utmiiagci’oa?ﬂ:jnglooi? In Rohtak and Jhajjar, young girls craft
. S o >, . ; e . gh stalls or jjar, young g
community. While Hindi is official, Harayanvi (Bangru) dominates rural speech, along : sz lesst ard aa - i Sanjhi, cow dung and colour wall art
. . X i . e : . . g lassi and bajra roti. Urban India Jnt, g an ) ' -
with Ahirwati, Mewati, and Bagri. Here, word-of-mouth within Jat, Ahir, Meo, and - mingles with the rural pulse, under chanting folk songs in praise of Mata Sanijhi.
Punjabi clusters is often more persuasive than mass media. . canopies of craft. This is Harayana's Each line is a prayer for fertility. After five

window to the world. days of rituals, the art dissolves in water,
returning to the land that raised it.

BASANT PANCHAMI GUGGA NAUMI

d KARTIK PURNIMA
(SFPERPiNg)NSET S MRS VTR (NOV | WINTER - SACRED SEASON)

Odes to Goddess Saraswati are sung, In Hisar’s dusty courtyards, red cloth and coconuts are

i ; | - ; A At Kurukshetra's Brahma Sarovar, pilgrims bathe beneath a moonlit sky,
g;enscseeg chgkyee[clﬁév.stlg Ceiu;gnacloi‘?'orﬁzzréirve laid at Gugga Mari shrines, mud mounds honouring lighting rows-of diyas in search of \Begic purity. Temple bells chime acr)cles
SEIYE ! Gugga Ji, the folk serpent god. Jat and Ahir women Ambala’s mustard fields, and spiritual hymns echo through the chill. It's
saffron !(heer' .W'th mustard blooming and sing bhajans, snake charmers play their flutes, and not just a dip, it's a journey into ancestral memory and sacred soil.
kites flying, this festival honours the offerings seek protection for cattle and kin. Rural faith

awakening of both mind and land.

rises with the smell of damp earth.

MAGHI (JANUARY]|
WINTER - POST-HARVEST
SEASON)

BAISAKHI (APRIL S
| SUMMER - HARVEST)

GURPURAB (NOV
| WINTER - SPIRITUAL)

L
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In Tarn Taran and Anandpur Sahib, Akhand
Path flows for 48 hours, and streets bloom with
Nagar Kirtans, hymns, and Gatka displays. Guru
Nanak's birth turns the Golden Temple into a
glowing epicenter.

Golden fields'bow as Amritsar’s gurdwaras echo
with kirtan and farmers offer their first wheat to
the Guru Granth Sahib. Bhangra and Giddha light
up-Doaba’s villages, while-langar feasts of kadhi
and kheer.bind gev.otion with .abundance. It is"
Punjab’s soul, celebrated in turbans, lungis, and
collective prayer

At Muktsar Sahib, pilgrims bathe in
sacred sarovars, honoring the Chali
Mukte (Forty Liberated Ones). Rural
folk offer winter harvests and gather
for kirtan and langar.

CALENDAR
In Punjab, the pulse of culture is lived outdoors, in akharas, melas, fields, and faith. From the -
synchronized swing of Gatka swords to Phulkari-strewn rituals and Sufi dargah gawwalis, every act s - e Jan Feb Mar Apr
is public, performative, and proud. With a population of ~32.1 million (Statistical Times, 2025), and -
Punjabi spoken by over 90% ([Census & Wikipedia]), this is a state where entertainment is identity.
In Punjab, public validation matters more than private preference. Whether it's a turban style, a May Jun Jul Aug
folk beat, or a product, consumers lean into what resonates locally and communally, and not I
what's whispered in trend reports.

T

" Punjab & Harayana | Sep Oct Nov Dec
U el
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In Jammu & Kashmir, culture is carved in pashmina threads, echoed in Kud and Rouf, and simmered in nadru yakhni and rogan
josh. With a projected population of ~15 million (Statistical Times, 2025) and languages like Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, this is a land
of layered loyalties. Audiences here want respectful, modern renditions, think phygital storytelling and collaborations with
musicians and artists for experiential retail.

In Kashmiri Pandit homes, walnuts rest in Below Jammu'’s ancient Bahu Fort, locals ZOOL (JULY/AUG) In Jhiri village, Dogra farmers gather to
water-filled vessels, honoring Lord Shiva’ gather for temple pujas and Kud dance, At Kheer Bhawani Temple in Tulmulla, honor Baba Jitto, a martyr of agrarian
union with Parvati. Dum aloo and nadru offering rice and marigolds to regional Pandits pour kheer into the spring as a justice. Wheat and rice offerings, Kud
scent the air, while bhajans echo at night. deities. A uniquely Dogra celebration, it prayer to the goddess of water and dance, and folk songs of sacrifice animate
In displaced blurs sacred and folk with village fairs, fertility. fields once ploughed in defiance. Jammu
city echoes with the spirit of soil and

URS OF PEER DASTGEER SAHIB |\ resilience.
(JUNE/JULY | SUFI) |

In Srinagar’s Khanyar dargah, naats are
sung, gawwalis erupt, and pots of rogan

flute songs, and spiritual feasting.

JHIRI MELA

FFIEF;AI\TA% SHIVRATR Y MELA BAHU FORT
(FEB-MAR) £ (APRIL| EARLY SUMMER)

" N

josh simmer.
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During monsoon in East Siang, Solung is a ten-day

THE CULTURE o SEEEE & %

choreography of gratitude. Adi women offer rice to Kin

In Arunachal, culture is a lived rhythm, braided into bamboo walls, Nane. bison are sacrificed in Ardo-Bado. and feasts ly Xel&ﬂanﬁng()
fermented in the slow warmth of apong, and carried on the chants of I?u fo||OV\’/ i semee of sel sne resenes 1 Building For The Future
shamans beneath cloud-ringed peaks. Stories of the sun and moon drift '

through the Ponung and Popir dances, while hands carve devotion into
cane and wood. In Ziro, ancient breathlines of flutes and drums now thread
through global music, without losing their origin. Here, tradition isn't
prelserved, it is practiced, with a quiet precision that honours both sky and
soil.

In [tanagar, cultural fairs echo the Ponung dance of
Pasighat’s green courtyards.

LOSAR (FEB 28 - MAR 2, 2025
| LATE WINTER)

DREE (JULY
| MONSOON ONSET)

As mist rolls into the Ziro Valley,
Apatani tribes offer prayers to Danyi
and Harinyag for crop protection.
Cucumber slices and rice beer flow,
bamboo pole games begin, and
ancient chants fill the wet air. Dree is
part sowing ritual, part sacred
gathering, wholly rooted in the earth.

Fields of Siang prepare for sowing,

YT . —_ d Galo women in white-perform the
| & 18 7a : In the golden stillness of February, the Nyishi e :
D e el W s SRS St [l Popinhcesonce Gods o

\onasteries echo with Aji Lhamu mas arvest. Animal sacrifices honour the spirits, Ape is offered rice beer as the
dances;dispelling the past year's ill. Homes while'drum-led dances circle prayer grounds. community gathers for shared feasts.
serve steami #hemade Rural villages near Itanagar perform age-old - Infltanagar, summer light filters

chang, while monks chant for a - rites; urban craft fairs reinterpret blessings in through fairs, but the real prayer lives
blessed by Mahayana |Ight bamboo and bead. in paddy soil and Steps.

CALENDAR
Jan Feb Mar Apr

Arunachal Pradesh is emerging as a hub of sustainable, cultural tourism—domestic visitors surged nearly

fivefold, from ~222,000 in 2022 to over 1,041,000 in 2023. Despite rural roots, urban centres Iﬁ<e ltanagar are

showing significant digital progress: urban users report higher digital transaction awareness scores (mean 3.06

VS. rura?2.81, on a 4-point scale) (cited from an Apricus Journal Review Research Paper). However, overall

digital penetration remains low due to under one bank account per person and less than 1% smartphone

networE density. This suggests a dual opportunity: brands can tap into nature-based, experience-driven

camﬁaigns and localized digital platforms, but must tailor strategies for broad geographical disparities bY h\
e

clom ining on-ground activations in rural hubs and urban mobile-first campaigns for the connected midd Arunachal Prades / Sep Oct Nov Dec
class.

May Jun Jul Aug



https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/baj-12-2023-0072/full/html
https://www.rfilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Catalyzing-Responsible-Digital-Payments-in-the-North-East-Region-of-India.pdf

PAWL KUT (DEC
THE CULTURE | WINTER)

In Mizoram and Manipur, culture doesn’t sit in museums, it walks the streets, The air is crisp and the .
between the green rigges and the sacred valleys. In the bamboo clearings of kitchens are warm. In- _ : lyxel&ﬂammgo
Mizoram, Cheraw is danced, while in Manipur’s temple grounds, Raas Leela Serchhip, Paw! Kut brings rice o " Building For The Future
dramatizes devotion through myth. Puan and Phanek, woven by hand, are carriers beer, storytelling, and feasts . A . o

of ancestry. With a projected population of 1.25 million in Mizoram and 3.2-3.4 under open'skies: A harvest e WpE REl

million in Manipur, otf\ states are immense in cultural continuity. High literacy festival steeped in gratitude, it pal Rl e

(~92%) and strong tribal cohesion anchored in Mizo and Meiteilon make for closes the year with the , [ D i |

informed consumers. This is a market where community validation and linguistic comfort of tradition zu in GAEES : - \

intimacy trump aesthetic, and are prerequisites for trust. hand, family around, and fields . v o . .

resting until spring.

Image Source: CSR Journal

CHAPCHAR KUT (MARCH MIM KUT (AUG/SEPT THALFAVANG KUT (NOV
| EARLY SUMMER) | MONSOON) | EARLY WINTER)

Just after the bamboos are cleared for jhum, hills In Champhai, rain-washed mornings begin with rice Before the final sowing ends, Mizoram pauses for
around Aizawl| echo with Cheraw, the bamboo dance and vegetable offerings for ancestors. Mim Kut is a Thalfavang Kut. Hillside villages host intimate

of balance. Lushai and Hmar communities fill fields harvest lament, a quiet gratitude and remembrance. dances and offerings to local deities, asking for
with rhythm, pork feasts, and song. It's not just Urban Aizawl hosts exhibitions, but in villages, prayers prosperity. Urban Aizawl magnifies this into full-
celebration, it's muscle memory of survival turned rise like mist, tethered to memory, ritual, and the blown shows where folk heritage dances alongside
ceremony. smell of wet earth. stage lights without losing its rooted heart.

SANGAI FESTIVAL (NOV
| WINTER)

JAI-NI (FEB
ITER)

CHEIRAOBA (APR
| SUMMER) -

,El— ;

The Sangai Festival unfolds across Imphal like a

A : Cheiraoba marks the Manipuri New Year with ritual cultural epic. Raas Leela dancers inwhite silk Ay
In Tamenglong’s hills, Naga tribes gatherto cleansing and spiritual ascent. Homes are scrubbed, clay enact Krishna's divine love while hill'tribes 'lII "
welcome thegagricultural cycle. Zatho flows, ovens are lit for ceremonial dishes like chak-hao kheer, e T F >~y display Thang-Ta, their martial art: Rural artisans "
seeds blessed, with chants to_the forest spirits, and new utensils are placed beside Sanamahi altars: In "% S - bring t;amboo baskets, black pottery, and 4
and feasts of smoked meatshared..Urban the Meitei heartlands, families climb to seek fortune, fermented fish dishes like iromba, reminding 4
Nagas reimagine rituals through Thabal while Kuki villages echo with ancestral tunes. The year visitors that the state’s cultural wealth is as -
Chongba dance, each gesture is survival, each begins with both silence and ceremony, where earth and endangered and exquisite as the deer it's o
drumbeat a pact with the land. sky must be honoured together. named after. g

CALENDAR

Manipur and Mizoram share a quiet cultural kinship, as Christian-majority states where the pulse of music, - :

sport, and modern identity runs alongside deeply rooted tribal custéms.yFestivals like Christmas and . A Jan Feb Mar Apr
Chapchar Kut are celebrated with equal fervour, reflecting a seamless blend of faith and folklore. Within
Zomi and Hmar communities, matrilineal threads shape family roles, granting women a central place in social
life. The region's cultural expression finds voice in choral harmonies, rhythmic percussion, and dance
traditions, from Mizoram's Cheraw bamboo dance to Manipur’s Lai Haraoba, where every movement is
layered with ancestral meaning.

May Jun Jul Aug
(Manipur and Mizoram | Sep Oct Nov Dec

/



ME-DAM-ME-PHI (JAN
| WINTER - ANCESTOR
WORSHIP)

In Upper Assam, the Ahoms honour their
dead with vibrant naam chants and earthen
offerings. Processions move in slow
reverence, carrying rice, betel, and’stories.
Ancestors are not mourned they are fed,
thanked, and folded into everyday life, in
rituals older than the Brahmaputra’s bend.

=
rdll,
) 109

lyxel&ﬂémingo

Building For The Future

THE CULTURE

Art in Assam flows like the Brahmaputra, rooted in craft and narrative. The silk
looms of Sualkuchi weave Mekhela Chadors with golden Muga thread, each
Eattern echoing ancestry. Bamboo turns to utility, from fishing traps to the pepa

orn. In Meghalaya, art is carried by the hands of Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo
women, where cane and fiber transform into sacred baskets and the everyday.
Shawls are symbols of clan, hand-dyed and passed across generations. While
Assam paints devotion into Vaishnavite masks and dance rituals, Meghalaya
etches oral folklore into fabric and forest objects.

AM_BUBACHI MELA (JUNE
| MONSOON - FERTILITY"
SEASON)+ AR JK

KONGALI BIHU (OCT
| AUTUMN - LEAN\SEASON)

RONGALI BIHU (APR
| SUMMER - SOWING
SEASON)

o AR

b Y )
Kamakhya Temple closes its gates as
the goddess menstruates. Devotees

wait, pilgrims sléep on stone, and

Spring arrives-tothe beat of thesdhol and the
call of the pepa:Youths in vibrant mekhela” . -
chadors perform the Bihu dance in open fields,
while homes fill with the scent of til pitha and
narikol laru. Gora Bihu begins with cattle baths

e

The most silent of the three Bihus, Kongali'is
marked by diyas flickering at paddy edges.
No drums, no dance, only whispered prayers
for grain to ripen and the land to held. In
villages, it is a night of restraint and hope, lit

by oil and faith.

at dawn, rituals rooted in reverence.

O

SHAD SUK MYNSIEM (APRIL
| SUMMER - SOWING
SEASON)

BEHDIENKHLAM (JULY |
MONSOON - PLANTIN
SEASON)

In rain-lashed Jowai, Behdienkhlam arrives each
July as a defiant ritual of cleansing and renewal.
Young men strike rooftops with' bamboo-peles to =&~ ==
drive away disease, while the Daloi leads prayers

for harvest. In the muddy Dad-lawakor contest,

laughter and struggle:blur. Towering khiiongs are

finally immersed in Aitnar pond, anchoring a

community’s hope in earth, ancestry, and rain.

Draped in silk Jainsems and silver crowns,
Khasi women and men circle in slow,
deliberate movements during Shad Suk
Mynsiem, a thanksgiving where pride is
quiet, and prayers are danced. Jadoh (rice
cooked with pork) is shared in homes across
Shillong, binding kin through sustenance.

E——

In Assam, the beats of Bihu ripple across paddK fields, while in Meghalalya, Wangala drums echo through sacred
hills. Both cultures honour rice, rivers, and rhythm, but while Assam’s folk expression flows through the gamosa
and Bodo flute, Meghalaya'’s spirit moves in the rain-soaked steps of the Garo and Khasi.

With populations of over 35 million in Assam and 3.5 million in Meghalaya (Census data, 2023 estimates),
Assamese and Khasi-Garo languages carry the emotional codes of custom, lineage, and homeland. For brands,
this is not a mass market; consumers here do not value impulse buys, they value products that are it's cyclical
and tied to community milestones, not trends or discounts.

In the Garo Hills, a hundred
bamboo-like dama drums
thunder in synchrony as
women'’s Dama Gogoa dance
swirls. Roasted pork and bitchi
(rice beer) aroma pervades
“Tura's-air during offerings to
Misi Saljong, the sun god.

rituals pause. \When the temple
reopens, chants echo, flowers flood
the altars, and prasad is shared in
soaked courtyards. In Guwahati, the
spiritual merges with spectacle, but
the soul/remains tantric and raw.

NONGKREM (NOV
| WINTER - HARVEST
SEASON)

h-Smit's sacred groves, Khasi
dang olden Jainsem and
Elumed turbans, their slow steps

onoring KaBleiSynshar. The
Pomblang ceremony sacrifices
goats. Every bamboo flute, and
chant rises from millennia-old
root

and Meghalaya\/\

_—

CALENDAR

Jan Feb Mar Apr
May Jun Jul Aug

Sep Oct Nov Dec


https://meghalaya.gov.in/behdienkhlam
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The Spirit of Color

Holi in India is a living, breathing carnival that
changes tone with terrain. In every corner, it takes
on the scent of the soil, the beat of the local drum,
and the palette of a people rooted in ritual.

From sacred rivers to desert sands, the spirit of
color pulses through India’s veins, each region
scripting its vibrant verse of spring.

- L
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2025

In Barsana and Nandgaon (Uttar Pradesh), Holi is fierce and flirtatious. Women strike men with
sticks in the playful ritual of Lathmar Holi, echoing Radha and Krishna’s divine mischief. The
lanes overflow with coloured water, bhang-laced thandai, and the scent of gujiyas frying in
every courtyard.

In Mathura and Vrindavan, the land of Krishna, Holi lasts over a week. Devotees throw petals at
Banke Bihari temple, while sadhus sing Holi bhajans soaked in bhakti. Temples shimmer with
yellow marigold garlands, and the Yamuna River bears the soft echoes of ancient folk songs.

In Shantiniketan, West Bengal, Holi becomes Basanta Utsav, a poetic ode introduced by
Rabindranath Tagore. Dressed in basanti (yellow), students dance to Rabindra Sangeet and
scatter abir gently. It's not chaos here, but choreography, a symphony of culture and spring.

In Imphal, Manipur, Holi fuses with Yaoshang, starting with the symbolic burning of the
yaoshang hut. The celebration includes traditional sports bﬁ day and Thabal Chongba, a circle
1(czlance by night. Children roam the streets, collecting nakatheng (donations) for community
easts.

Down south in Hampi, Karnataka, Holi surprises you, temples become stages for color fights, a
rare sight in the South. Tourists and locals join hands under stone chariots and ancient ruins as
dhol and nagada echo across the boulders.

Even in Rajasthan, especially in tribal villages of Udaipur and Dungar\our, Holi is marked by Gair
Holli,bwhere Bhil men form circles, dancing with swords and drums, blending valor with
celebration.



THE CULTURE

e : : Jitiya, observed North and East Jitiya, observed North and East .
In Mithila, walls breathe with Madhubani, gods, trees, India, is a nirjala fast where mothers India, is a nirjala fast where lyxel&ﬂammgo
and rituals painted by women whose brushes are twigs . pray for their children's long life, mothers pray for their children's Building For The Future
and fingers. Litti-Chokha smokes on earthen stoves, inspired by the legend of long life, inspired by the legend of
grounding feasts in earthy love. Aripan patterns bloom ) Jimutavahana. In Buxar and Siwan, Jimutavahana. In Buxar and Siwan,
on mud floors, while Bhojpuri songs carry tales of ) . women gather by rivers, sharin women gather by rivers, sharin
longing, from village courtyards to Patna’s modern stories. Urban Patna sees temple stories. Urban Patna sees temple
stages. prayers, with simplified rituals. prayers, with simplified rituals.

. Miti:ila adds aripan; southern Bihar Mitﬁila adds aripan; southern Bihar

focuses on river offerings. focuses on river offerings.

TEEJ (AUG/SEP)

Teej in Bihar is a lyrical ode to love,
longing, and monsoon skies. In
. Bhojpur and Gaya, women sway on
% = jhoolas, palms adorned with

SAMA CHAKEVA (NOQV/DEC) CHHATH PUJA (OCTOBER)

Four-day festival dedicated to the Sun God (Surya) and Chhathi Maiya, celebrating gratitude for life
and prosperity. -

mehndi, whispering silent prayers Rooted in Bihar's agrarian culture
i\ for their husbands. Green sarees
= ?Iow like new leaves symbols of
==y fertility. Patna hosts vibrant Teej
-7 fairs with mehndi stalls and cultural
“shows. Mithila’s mud floors bloom
‘aripan, while Magadh’s neem
s echo with soft folk songs

Rituals

DAY 1: Nahay Khay - Devotees bathe in rivers (e.g., Ganges) and prepare simple meals like
rice, dal, and pumpkin.

DAPTfZ tharna - Fasting until evening, followed by kheer (rice pudding) and roti as ‘prasad,’
with family.

DAY 3: Sandhya Arghya - Offerings of Thekua (wheat sweets) and fruits to the setting sun at
the riverbanks.

DAY 4: Usha Arghya - Offerings to the rising sun, concluding the fast with community prayers.

®

Sama Chakeva, rooted in the legend of Lord Krishna's
daughter Sama and her brother Samb, is a
celebration of sibling bonds in Mithila during Kartik.
Girls lovingly craft clay bird figurines, symbols of
Sama’s transformation, and gather by rivers at dusk,
singing folk songs and performing rituals. In
Darbhanga, the idols are ornate; in Samastipur,
stories are told aloud. Urban Patna hosts exhibitions
and cultural evenings.

Along the Ganges, Chhath rituals shift by region, Mithila homeés-glow with aripan patterns, Magadh'’s
thekua changes with localjaggery, and urban.Patna innovates with eco-ghats, while folk Bhojpuri
songs and bamboo offerings unify the emotional landscape across rural and city rituals.

CALENDAR

In Bihar, cattle walk beside legends. At Sonepur, traders chant deals while temple bells ring. Rajgir sways = :
to classical ragas, where Buddhist monks meet Bharatnatyam. Folk heroes live in village tales; Jat-Jatin £ ; Jan Feb Mar Apr

dances in moonlit courtyards. Patna stages Bidesiya with lights. Even Madhubani here speaks on glass, on
mud, on memory. In Bihar, culture is mobile; it travels from ritual to stage, yet retains its emotional spine. .
While watching Bhojpuri theatre, people seek meaning, nostalgia, and shared experience, not just May Jun Jul Aug

spectacle. And while art and community are integral, the tech appliance market is 3% of the national
market, serving a state population of over 134 million people. Bihar

> Sep Oct Nov Dec
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THE CULTURE -~ SWAMI VIVEKANANDA | HUNDRUFALLS
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| | MEMORIAL

In Jharkhand, art lives on earth and breathes in rhythm. Chhau ; i i Al . hpiE .
dancers in Seraikela wear carved masks to tell warrior epics in martial £ At sunrise, located in Ranchi, Locateghin Ranch
precision. In Dumka, scrolls of Jadupatua unravel tribal myths. Handia Ao Jharkhand o r' o

rice beer, brewed in leaf-covered pots, is passed during rituals like a " R L S

sacred offering. Singbonga stories echo in drumbeats, while Ranchi -
stages remix tribal songs with urban bass. Culture here isn't archived, ' i %
it is alive in soil, sweat, and song.

harkhand lyxel&ﬂarmngo

Building For The Future

KARAM (AUG/SEPT) SOHRAI (NOV)

i
F’l

. A e o - — During Diwali, Jharkhand's tribal homes
In sacred groves'ealled Sarnalribes offer rice Under the monsoon sky, karand branches are bloom in natural pigments, brick reds,
and flowers t@ trees they'vellkeWf for planted with quiet.resolvésWomen fast with coal blacks, and lime whites. Cattle are
generations. Ho hands craft Bamib8o symbols, folded palmsjchildrensdanceibarefoot in bathed like kin, and walls become
while Oraon-drums sisg thfBughgihé canopy. Hazaribagh fields, and the night«glows with archives of Santhal animal lore and
Nature isn“t'worshipped h :

R obeyed, rhythm and rice rituals. It'ssa-prayer stitched Munda geometry. It's not decor, it's
rd 2k . into seasonal so'ih"-_-.'..-:;";-__-:éhu;i devotion drawn on clay.

i Ay B

fed, and remembered.

i
1

- T4 ;, :l:l. : Tinl ik 'ulf_ ,.-r %
RATH YATRA (JULY)  NUAKHAI(AUG/SEPT)  “|& BALI JATRA (NOV) 53%'2';')6"“( DANCE FESTIVAL
T ! ] i 1 5 Pl !I.-,'lL 1 % J

In.wé'é?ﬁern Qdisha, fEGSH?;iCG is first offered Cuttack’s Mahanadi banks burst into

- to'local deities before it.touches a plate.

‘In Puri, the chariots of Jagannath,

Balabhadra, and Subhadra are pulled The stone-carved 0

- throughithronged streets by hand. Families feast together, rituals’are 't'ﬂ:ee;i'rteh gﬁgtg‘rgsgci,fﬂ;ﬂ?{,g&f|s, ggz;ﬁrensp;estage g 11
Nandlghosa'leads the way. Snana Yatra performediin ancestral kitehens;‘arid songs Rooted in Odisha's maritime Jega for Odissi £ R}
precedes the procession; Anasara, the mark-the return of daughters home. Rura the festival recalls ancientVoyagesit Bharatanatyam . >
gods’ retréat; builds the emotional arc. - Sambalpur holds tight to.its rhythm; towns N Rt N - and Kathak una " TERk

.Coastal'villages follow temple traditions; echo!it softly. ey ' ; Wit s . it .

e

' Cuttack-adds folk 'dances. ¥

CALENDAR

In Jharkhand and Odisha, the soil isn't just fertile, it remembers. Here, harvests are hymns, sung through i
Sohrai murals on mud walls and Nuakhai feasts served on sal leaves. Sacred groves in Jharkhand echo f=- Jan Feb Mar Apr
with Sarna chants, while rivers like the Mahanadi in Odisha cradle floating boats during Bali Jatra. The -
tribal heartbeat, Santhal, Munda, Ho, Saura, moves to folk rhythms, wheﬁ1er danced under banyan trees »
or staged in Konark’s sunlit amfohitheatres. Art is not gallery-bound; it's lived, in the geometry of Sohrai,
in the sway of Tusu songs, in silver filigree and turmeric-smeared clay. Rural rituals spill gently into cities: bl
Ranchi hosts mural fairs, Cuttack wears celebration like jewellery. - o
= B _c'_—"

> May Jun Jul Aug
m (Jharkhand and Orissa | Sep Oct Nov Dec
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Makar Sakranti

From Gujarat’s sky ablaze with kites to Punjab’s
bonfires murmuring ancestral songs, Makar
Sankranti unfolds across India like a sunlit fresco.
In Tamil Nadu, freshly harvested rice simmers into
Pongal in earthen pots, while Assam’s Magh Bihu
feeds whole villages beside roaring mejis. In
Mithila and Magadh, homes glow with aripan
designs and meals of chura-dahi, with sesame
sweets bridging generations. This festival isn't just
a calendar event; it's a chorus of harvest gratitude,
seasonal renewal, and region-tuned intimacy.

PR PP @D

2025

Makar Sankranti marks the sun's northward journey, an annual pivot from winter to abundance.
Speak to new beginnings, gratitude, growth, or solar symbolism can resonate powerfully.

Recognize that Makar Sankranti isn't unified, it's multiple micro-festivals (e.g., Pongal in Tamil
Nadu, Uttarayan in Gujarat, Magh Bihu in Assam, Khichdi in Bihar/Jharkhand).

Searches and sales for sesame sweets (til laddoos, tilkut) surge in Bihar/Jharkhand, with prices
rising between ¥320-3500/kg

In Gujarat and Rajasthan, kite flying is a social anchor. And UGC taps into strong communal
energy

Manky regions include river dips (Ganges in West Bengal), bonfires in Punjab, and Pongal
cooking

Even small details, like using “chura-dahi” in Bihar versus “pithe” or “muon” in Bengal, matter .
Localization must be linguistically and culturally granular.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/tilkut-sale-picks-up-as-makar-sankranti-nears/articleshow/50458560.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/tilkut-sale-picks-up-as-makar-sankranti-nears/articleshow/50458560.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/makar-sankranti-2025-date-rituals-myths-significance-and-why-its-celebrated/articleshow/117190780.cms

THE CULTURE

Art lives in Kathputli tales, Kalbeliya dances, and kundan-polki o ] L ; In Jaisalmer, the dunes dar]Ce with Kalbellye) sw!rls, ) 1 el&ﬂamlngo
bridal sets passed down through generations. For brands, J Py N % £ camel races, and turban-tying duels under fire-lit skies.

Rajasthan demands more than opulence; it calls for deep , b -l - Villagers from Khur[ and Sam craft desert magic into
cultural fluency. Campaigns win hearts when they respect the ¢ - 5 < § ' spectacle. Bajra roti, folk tales, and embroidered
community-led celebrations and consumption cycles. Concepts \ 0 ot odhnis make this a mirage turned festival.

that celebrate female wisdom, intergenerational knowledge, w0y '
and her role in rituals can cut across rural-urban audiences.

Building For The Future

GANGAUR SHEETLA ASHTAMI KAJRI TEEJ (AUG RAMMAT
(MAR-APRIL | SPRING) (APR | EARLY SUMMER) 2025 | MONSOON) (OCT/NOV| POST-
STORYTELLING
SEASON)

In'Bikaner, moonlit courtyards

PhEE . 7 transform into stages where actors in
In the Hadoti region, Bundi‘s blue lanes swell 9

In Mewar, women carry clay idols of Gauri and i i in si i i . ' ) i -ai

o R A v o, Devotion ipmers i ence o lagers n Alwar and * [ i Kar folk song. Wotmen sing under e BT g e
through Udaipur’s cobbled lanes. Ghoomar songs oddess Sheetla. No hearths are lit, only hope that jhoolas, offering milk'to Krishna idols as A 4 B : o8 -Jhed roar!n,g
echo in village squares while Jaipur parades ﬁlness stays away. Temples bloom in marigold; Jaipur thunder rolls above. It's a love letter to the cheers. Rammat isn't just theater, it's
elephants at Tripolia. Thewa sweets and sindoor homes echo age-old healing chants. rains, painted in Bundi-style murals and inheritance performed with powdered
prayers mark love’s devotion in Rajasthan’s most carried in temple chants. turmeric, bhajan-laced pride, and

regal spring ritual. v : ; F ]
. e ? feasts of ker sangri and bajre ki roti.

CALENDAR
Jan Feb Mar Apr

In Rajasthan, culture spins like a Ghoomar, bandhej skirts flaring in

the dust of Gangaur, dhols echoing in courtyards. Home to over 83 ] Mt * i b ; R M J J |
million people (2025 estimate, Statista), the state speaks Marwari, LR e ; ' ] ay Jun u
Mewari, Dhundhari, Shekhawati, and Hindi. Here, folk traditions
aren’t archived, they are worn, sung, and served in copper thalis

with dal baati churma, laal maas, and ghevar. [ 3 X =2 =3 Rajasthan Sep Oct Nov Dec

Aug



STATE THRIVES ON INDUSTRIOUS PRIDE, VIBRANT HOSPITALITY, AND FOLKLORE

In Gujarat, culture dances to the clink of dandiyas under Navratri moonlight and weaves itself
into the intricate threads of Patola silk from Patan. From the salt-crusted sands of Rann Utsav,
where camel rides and Kutchi embroidery dazzle tourists, to Modhera’s Sun Temple echoing
with Bharatanatyam rhythms each January, tradition is alive and untamed. In villages, women
knot vibrant Bandhani sarees while bhajans praising Krishna float through temple corridors.

Urban Ahmedabad celebrates the same spirit with museum-curated Lothal artifacts and high-
octane Garba competitions. Warli-style paintings color rural walls; gathiyas, theplas, and
undhiyu spice up wedding feasts and kite festivals alike. With a population nearing 70 million
(Census 2011, projected 2025), and Guijarati as the dominant language, the state thrives on
inddus‘criougI ride and vibrant hospitality. Here, folklore isn't frozen in time; it's danced, sung,
and served hot.

I'I
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HANDMADE, SMALL-BATCH, ROOTED-IN-
PLACE, ARE TRUTH OF THE LAND

Goa hums with the twin beats of Fugdi claps and mandolin
chords, where Shigmo parades in Bicholim echoes
Konkani chants, and Fado songs drift from verandas in
Siolim like lullabies wrapped in longing.

With a population of around 1.6-1.7 million (2025) and
Konkani as the official language (spoken in distinct dialects
like Bardezkari, Saxtti, and Antruzi), Goa is India’s smallest
zget most culturally syncretic state. Here, Dekhnis dance

eside deities, and Zagor rituals blend Catholic saints with
Hindu pantheons.

Rural homes ferment cashew feni, offer rice to
Shantadurga, and host tiatr plays with biting social satire.
In Panaji, azulejo tiles paint stories across gallery walls
while Goa Food and gultural Festivals celebrate fish curry
and jazz in one breath. This is a land where language
wears rhythm, and art wears the dust of both temple and
tavern. Goa offers a discerning, heritage-proud yet
globally savvy audience.

The land speaks louder than the label. Origin
stories (Goan cashew, coconut oil, feni,
textiles) build loyalty more than
endorsements.

Handmade, small-batch, rooted-in-place is
truth of the land




HONOR THE DEITY, SPEAK THE DIALECT, AND YOU MIGHT
.éLcJ)SI;I'DIEIRID LOYALTY ETCHED DEEPER THAN A PAITHANI

In Maharashtra, culture rises like the Gudi on New Year's
morning, bold and symbolic. With over 125 million people
(2024, Census India Projection), the state pulses in Marathi,
a language that dances through Lavani, narrates Powadas
of Shivaji, and echoes in urban plays at Kala Ghoda.

Summers mark Gudi Padwa, where homes are strung with
mango leaves and shrikhand-puri sweetens the sun-baked
soil. %ome monsoon, Nag Panchami rituals wind through
Kolhapur's serpent temp?es, while Polla honors the bulls
that tiﬁ the land, their horns adorned and bodies bathed in
turmeric. Warli art blooms on Palghar’s mud walls,
storytelling in line and dot, while tamasha stirs Satara’s
O\i};hts with folk drama and percussion. In July, Pandharpur
ari unfolds, lakhs walking barefoot to Vithoba's shrine,

dindis chanting oaths of devotion.

Meanwhile, Mumbai, urban yet
inseparable. Take one bite of Vada pav,
and the chaos of Mumbai somehow
makes perfect, spicy sense.lt adapts Koli
songs into cinema. Across seasons,
Maharashtra doesn’t just host festivals, it
lives them through sweat, song, and soil.
A city that is emotionally charged and
fiercely local. Honor the deity, speak the
dialect, and you might just find loyalty
etched deeper than a paithani border.
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KERELA

In Kerala, where monsoons write poetry on
backwaters and Kathakali eyes speak epics,

Malayalam echoes through lush green paddy
fields.

Onam paints villages with pookalam and sadya,
while Theyyam roars through temple flames in
Kannur. Coir artisans in Alappuzha, mural painters
in Thrissur, and boatmen racing Palliyodams in
Aranmula shape Kerala's soul. Each season ushers
in rituals, monsoon with snake boats, winter with
Makara Vilakku pilgrimages, and summer with
Vishu's golden glimpses. The air smells of
payasam, fish curry, sandalwood, and history, a
land where coconut trees bow to gods, and
culture flows like river Bharathapuzha.

T
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KARNATAKA

In Karnataka, where Kannada wraps myth and
melody, the land shifts from Mysore's palatial
grace to Hampi's timeless ruins.

Bevu-bella sweetens Ugadi’s philosophy of
duality, while Mysore Dasara parades carry the
weight of dynastic lore. Dollu Kunitha drums echo
in Chitradurga; Yakshagana paints gods in Udupi.
Monsoons bring folk worship and earthy millet
dishes, while winters host Suggi and cattle fairs.
Bidriware glints in Bijapur's markets, and coffee
aromas rise from Coorg's hills. From the Carnatic
veena of M. S. Sheela to temple bells in Melkote,
Karnataka's culture is both warrior, vibrant, and
anciently new.
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ROOTED AND COSMOPOLITAN, ALL AT ONCE.

Puducherry wears a beret, rings the temple bells, and sings the church hymns over
bougainvillea-lined rues. Tamil soul and French flair come together. Tamil is widely spoken,
peppered with colonial French, especially in white-town cafés and prayer halls. Villupattu and
Karagattam accompany rural temple festivals, while Féte de Puducherry (August) and Bastille
Day parade through colonial lanes. During Pongal, intricate kolam designs bloom outside
homes, rice flour art etched at dawn. Urban Puducherry hosts kolam competitions, turning
tradition into spectacle.

Auroville adds spiritual counterpoints with global cultural showcases. During Margazhi,
Carnatic music wafts from courtyards, while urban beach fronts host fusion concerts. Street-
side masala dosa competes with bouillabaisse. From Pongal in villages like Bahour to
Christmas in churches, Puducherry dances in dual rhythms, rooted and cosmopolitan, all at
once.
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TELANGANA

In Kerala, where monsoons write poetry on
backwaters and Kathakali eyes speak epics,

Malayalam echoes through lush green paddy
fields.

Coir artisans in Alappuzha,
mural painters in Thrissur, and boatmen racing
Palliyodams in Aranmula shape Kerala's soull.
Each season ushers in rituals, monsoon with
snake boats, winter with Makara Vilakku
pilgrimages, and summer with Vishu's golden
glimpses. The air smells of payasam, fish curry,
sandalwood, and history, a land where coconut
trees bow to gods, and culture flows like river
Bharathapuzha.

ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra’s heartbeat lies in the dappu’s thump
and the sway of Kuchipudi’s ankle bells.

Telugu, born from Sanskrit's fire and people’s
poetry, winds through Guntur’s turmeric fields
and Vizag's fishing docks.

Burrakatha and Kolattam illuminate
moonlit gatherings, while Kondapalli toys bring
wood to life. Rayalaseema'’s curries are fierce as
its myths; Coastal Andhra serves both fish and
folktale. Whether it's Tirumala's vahana
processions or Krishna's riverside rituals,
Andhra's soul is a temple, carved in rhythm.

Kuchipudi

Punueullu
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THIS LAND DOESN'T CELEBRATE TIME, IT CONSECRATES
IT IN LAMP-LIT STONE CORRIDORS AND TURMERIC-
SMEARED HARVESTS.

Tamil Nadu breathes in Carnatic ragas and exhales in
the rhythm of Bharatanatyam. Tamil, the classical
tongue of Sangam verses, echoes through the lanes of
Madurai and the temples of Chidambaram.

Pongal's clay pots bubble with gratitude in January
while Jallikattu charges through the fields.
Therukoothu and Silambam animate rural rituals, as
Tanjore painters gild gods on wood. Aadi Perukku
honors rivers, and kolams bloom at every doorstep.

In summer, the sea whispers Tamil myths, in winter,
Chennai's sabhas resound with Margazhi melodies.
This land doesn’t celebrate time, it consecrates it in
lamp-lit stone corridors and turmeric-smeared
harvests.
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INSIGHTS

« Pan-India brand structures, with local
interpretations.

 Micro-spiking campaigns and small bursts.

« Rituals, food, music, dialects: Leverage
untapped stories that resonate -,

 Relevance > Reach

« On-ground digital activations: Instagrammable

PopP-Ups

« Measure sustained growth, post-festive




L&F 2025

From regional rituals to hyper-local traditions, festivals to food,
rural to urban gradients, India’s cultural codes are not just

Th e En core diverse, they are dynamic. To design a truly resonant customer

journey, campaign, or vernacular strategy, brands must shift
ThOug ht their monolithic view of India. This playbook distills high-
resolution cultural intelligence from every region to empower
businesses with entry points rooted in lived realities rather than

surface-level tropes.

Partner \With Us

Want to build for the future? Let's connect.

growth@lyxelandflamingo.com
+91 9810213876
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